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To 
Dame SUSANNA MORDEN, 


Relict, and ſole Executrix of 
Sir Jon Moxpen Bar. Deceaſed, 


Viſitor of Morpen CoLLEGE; 


AND 
To the HONOURAB L E 


Sir PELATIAH BARNADISTON, Baronet, 


AND 
To the RIGHT WoRSHIPEUL 


Sir EDMUND HARRISON, Kr; 
TRUSTEES of the ſame COLLEGE. 


This SzxmonNIis moſt humbly 
dedicated, 


5 By 


Their Ever obedient Servant, 


R. Warren. 
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Charge them that are Rich in this World, that 
they be not high-minded, nor truſt in uncer- 
tain Riches, but in the Living God, who giv- 
eth us richly all things to enjoy: 

That they do good, that they be rich in good 

works, ready to diftribure, willing to commu: 
nicate : 

Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good founda- 
tion againſt the time to come, that they may 
ws bold on Erernal Liſe. 


HES E three Verſes contain a moſt important 
Leſſon for the Management of our Wealth 
and Worldly Treaſure, a Leſſon that deſerves 
to be deeply imprinted on our Memories, to 
be ſeriouſly thought of and diligently practiſed by us. 
Charge them that are rich in this World; Lay the 
ſrricdelt, the moſt ſolemn Injunctions on all thofs that 
are under your care, conjure them by all the prevailing 
Motives you can think of, that they be not high minded, 
nor truſt in uncertain. Riches, that - oY be not putfed up 
with high Conceits of themſelves, nor rely too much 
upon their own Sufficiency, but that they truſt in the 
Living GOD who giveth us richly all things to enjoy, 
- "Beſcech them to remeniber that what they have is 
nont of their Propricty, i it is the Gift of GOD, He(a)giv- (a) Deutz 
16 them power to Kan Wealth, let them not therefore . 
on * | I 


1 The Rich Man's Charge. 

ly upon any other, not upon the Gift which may quick- 

ly be reſum'd, but upon the Giver, who will never fail 

them. 5 
The LIVING GOD, intimating, that Riches are fa- 


ding periſhing things, only to endure a little while, 
but that He who beſtows them Lives for ever, and ſo 


* 


will be ever able to relieve us. N 
This is one part of the Charge to Rich Men, to re- 
ſtrain them from the inordinate Love of Money, but 
they muſt go further ſtill, they are not meerly not to 
abuſe or miſimploy, but they are moreover faithfully, as 
wiſe and provident Stewards, to uſe their Riches and 
to husband them to the beſt advantage; which leads us 
to the other equally neceſſary, equally required part of 
the Rich Man's Duty. 
Charge them that they do good, that they be rich in 
cood Works; that they imploy their Riches in promo- 
ting GOD's Honour and Glory by doing good in their 
Generation with them, and let them be mindfal that 
the Good they do be proportionable to the Opportu- 
nities they have received, thoſe that are rich in 
Earthly Treaſures. admonith them. to be rich in Good 
Works. „ | 
Charge them likewiſe that they be ready to diſtribute; 
willing to communicate. Where-ever they meet with 
People in Diſtreſs or Want there charge them to be 
kind and liberal, and let them be conſtantly diſpoſed 
to the Offices of Humanity, Brotherly-kindneſs and 
& , - Re 1 ph Gp 
And the laſt Verſe is a powerful Encouragement to 
the practice of all this, for by ſo doing they lay up in 
ſtore for themſelves a good Foundation againſt the time ta 
come, that they may lay hold on Eternal Life. 
The Words being thus explained, their full Senſe 
and Meaning is compriſed in two general Heads. 15 


The Rich Mans Charge. 3 


I. The Charge to them that are Rich in this World. 
II. The Motive and Inducement to obey it. 


I ſhall ſpeak: to theſe two Points as briefly and clear- 
ly as I can. 

Hirſt, Let us conſider the Charge which is addreſſed 
to Rich Men, and conſiſts of both Negative and Poſitive 
Duties. But before I diſcourſe on theſe, I muſt examine 
a little what is meant by them that are rich in this World. 

Perhaps many will imagine the Command of the Text 
to bear relation only to thoſe that have plentiful Eſtates 
and large Revenues, excluding others of a ſmaller In- 
„ 3 = 3 | 

I confeſs the words belong chiefly to them, but they 
are to be extended likewiſe, tho' in a lower degree, to 

every one whom GOD has intruſted with his good Gifts; 
be they of what kind ſoever. my 1 
Mauch will be expected from them to whom much has 
been given, but ſomething will be demanded even of 
thoſe who have received but one Talent. 8 
For we all are to be upon our continual guard againſt 
Temptations to Pride, Arrogancy and Covetouſneſs, F 
and we are according to our Abilities to do good and to v 
communicate to our Brethren. 2 | 

All that have any Portion of this World's Goods 
ſhould contribute ſomething to the Common Intereſt, 
and theſe I take to be the Rich Men, to whom this 


Charge is directed, in which the negative part of their = 

| Duty is thus expreſſed. 3 5 i 
= They muſt not be high. minded, they muſt not truſt in un | 1 

certain Riches, No Task more manly, or hardly any - 

2 . f {| 

can be more difficult, than to bear good Succefs with 1 
4 that Decency which as Mex and as Chriſtians. we are ſo ; 


much obliged to.. 3 | 1 
21 n _ 


(b) Prov. 


a The Rich Man's Charge. 
Proſperity of any ſort has a natural tendency to ſwell 
us into undue Opinions of our own Abilities, and to in- 
cline us to depend more upon our ſelves than we ought. 
We are apt to fancy our (b) Wealth a ſtrong City 
which may ſecure us againſt all Evil, and to diſcard the 
Providence of GOD upon the Sence whereof Reli- 
gion is founded. 5 
How ſtrangely does a little Money that makes us in 
truth neither wiſer Men nor better Chriſtians, how a 
little Reputation and Honour that 1s not always the 
_ conſequence of real merit and intrinſick worth, how 
each of theſe of it Telf will exalt and puff us up, but 
eſpecially, how all of them together tranſport and ra- 
vith us? 3 8 
Theſe intoxicate and confound weak Heads, ſo that 
they forget their Station, and are wholly taken up with 
admiring their miſtaken happineſs. „„ 
GOD and the neceſſary dependance we have upon 
his providential Care and Protection are quite forgotten, 
and due ſupplication to Him for his ſpecial Aid and Bleſ- 
fing is thrown aſide as uſeleſs and ſuperfluous. | 
Ho neceſlary then is the Advice here given, that we 
be not high-minded, eſpecially if we conſider how ſub- 
ject we are to be ſo, and how fatal an Influence it will 
have upon us? Fe 
1 might now go on to ſhew the folly of them that 
truſt in uncertain Riches, which ſeldom make their fix'd 
_ abode in any place, but every Day, almoſt exchange 
their Maſters; as alſo the Danger of thoſe who put not 
their whole Truſt and Confidence in the LIVING GOD, 
who has always the Power, and if we unfeignedly love, 
and faithfully ſerve him, will always have an Inclinati- 
on to defend and ſuccour us; of whoſe concern for our 
Welfare we have received already this infallible Teſti- 
mony, that he giveth us richly all things'to enjoy, _ 
. | This 


"The Rich Man's Change. 
This Point once gained, it is eaſie and natural for us to 
proceed further. When we have learned not to be too 


we have gained an habitual Awe of the Divine Provi- 
dence, and can commit our Selves and Affairs into his 
Hands, without Diſtruſt or Jealouſie, which is the firſt 


part of the Charge, then how chearfully ſhall we go on 


to the ſecond? How eagerly ſhall we do good? how rea- 
dily ſhall we diſtribute > how liberally, how unconſtrain- 
edly communicate ? TH : 0:1 

What is it that hinders Men from Charity but their ſet- 
ting their Hearts too much upon Gold and Silver, their being 
afraid of wanting the Neceflaries and Comforts of Life, and 
of coming in their Old Age to Poverty and Indigence ? 

s it not in fact notorious, that ſome who have a greater 
Eſtate than the profuſeſt way of living could in a few Years 
expend, hardly allow enough out of it to maintain their 
Families in due credit and eſteem? 34446008 


And, O my God, how can we expect to find ſuch as 


theſe Charitable, who ſeem to be diveſted of common Hu- 
manity, and are pinched and ſtarved amidſt Opportunities 
of the greateſt Plenty F 

Theſe have not a right Notion of a Superiour Being, 
that can in a moment of time deprive them of all, or 
without the affiſtance of Humane Means ſupport them 
under the want of all. 3 


They do not conſider that Money has no other value but 


what ariſes from the uſe of it, that whatever Good or Evil 


befals them, tis the effect of unerring Wiſdom and ſupreme 
Bounty; that GOD is never more pleaſed than with our 
relieving, the Poor and Needy, and that he will aſſuredly, 
let what will happen, take care of thoſe that ſerve him. 


Were ſuch things as theſe rightly weighed, they would 
ſufficiently convince them of the folly of their preſent 
practices. But for want of weighing them, they become 
perfe& Idolaters, pay their r and Adoration to 


the 


5 


fond of Money, and not to rely overmuch upon it; when 


. "The Rich Man's Charge. 


the Products of the Earth, and put their truſt in what 
will at laſt prove unable to help them. or 

In order therefore to excite Men to the great Duty of 
Charity, we muſt proceed in the Method of our Apoſtle 


in the Text, For it is prepoſterous to perſwade thoſe to 


it who above all things love their Money, and are not ſen- 


ſible of any advantage they ſhall reap by beſtowing a Por- 


Honour and Glory by. 


. 


tion of it upon the Poor. ONES, 
Firſt then, Let ns learn to root ont that odious, that 
unchriſtian Quality of Covetouſneſs, for nothing but this 
and an Atheiſtical Doubt of Futurity hinders us from do- 
ing good with our Riches: And in the next place, let us 
reſolve to depend intirely upon the Living GOD, and not 
over-rate thoſe Riches whieh He has bountifully con- 
ferr'd upon us as the happy Inſtraments to promote his 


oy 


Be we perſwaded to do this, and we ſhall perceive one 
main Difficulty conquered, then all our idle Objections 
and unhappy Prejudices will foon-diſappear- and vanilh, 
and being throughly verfed in what we ought not to do, 


we ſhall ſpeedily go on to do what we ought, expreſsd in 
the next words thus, that they do good, that they be rich in 


good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 


Which ſeveral Expreſſions may either ſignify, that up- 


on the increaſe of our Poſſeſſions we ſhould not, as the cu- 


ſtom of too many is, wax Proud and Inſolent, neglect the 


6. 10. 


Service of GOD, and grow remiſs and ſlothful in the Con- 
cerns of our Souls, but rather preſs forwards to greater 


degrees of Holinefs and Perfection as the Kindneſs of Hea- 


ven towards us is greater. en, 
Or elſe that we ſhould take care, ſome way or other; to 
imploy our Treafures for the advantage of Religion, for 
the good of our Country or any particular Society of it, in 
the Cauſe of our Relations and Friends, and if occaſion 


requires, of our very Enemies too; for fo comprehenſive 


is the Rule of our Apoſtle elſewhere, (c) as-we have opportu- 


nity let us do good unto ALL MEN, which is as far as our 


Charity can go. And 


The Rich Man s Charge. 7 
And of the many ways of doing good which might be 
mentioned, none deſerves to be recommended to your ſe- 

rious conſideration more than the Education of Youth. 
This is a Favour ſo extenſive in its good Influence both 
on Church and State, that future Ages will bleſs our Me- 
mories for contributing our utmoſt to the bringing up in 
the Nurture and Admonition of the ORD, and in the con- 
ſtant communion of our eſtabliſhed Church, ſach poor 

Children, as without our helping hand, muſt have been 

| expoſed to Ignorance and all kinds of Evil 

And GOD be for ever praiſed, this way of doing good, 


. through the powerful Perſwaſives of an 5 

. Eminent Clergy, has met with vaſt Suc- „, Free ler been 

L ceſs in this and the Neighbouring King- an ED ing, ane. Dr. 

8 doms; And Ol may the joint and con- Smallridge, Dr. Moſs, Dr. G4- 

' ſtant Labours of this kind always be moſt ell, Or. 

e effectually, moſt happily: accompliſhed. . 

8 Another way by which we may exactly obey the Charge I 

| given in the Text, and by which much good may be done, A 

), is in providing for decay'd Gentlemen and others who 

0 are paſt their Labour and fatigue of Buſineſs, and are be- 

7 come Objects of our Pity by be ing reduced, through Loſſes 

5 and Afflictions, to a tow and needy Condition 0 

»- And methinks unleſs we have loſt our fellow-feeling it 

of the Infirmities of our Nature, and the ſenſe of the com- | 

je mon Obligations we lie under to each other, it would be 

1- | impoſſible for us to ſhut up our Bowels of Compaſſion j 

er | from them, but ſhould be ready to diſtribute, willing to com · b 

a. bie to their Necelbinies, 27 50th 2087 r 

l But above all, the Motives that Chriſtianity furniſhes : iy 
us with are of--ſuch laſting weight and efficacy, that an 
uncharitable, unbenevolent Chriſtian is a Contradiction | 

that can never be reconciled. ST 9 

(d) By this, ſays our Saviour, ſhall all Men now that (d) S John ih 
ye are my Diſciples, if ye have Love one to another. Love“ 5 1 


is the diſtinguiſhing Mark and Badge of our Profeſſion, 
hw. 3 an 


”"'F J The Rich Mans Charge, a 
and if we Love our Brethren, efpecially if we do it with 
that ſincerity of Heart and ardency of Affection which the 
Goſpel requires of us, we ſhall be unavoidably carried 


on to commiſerate them when they labour under any ill, 


and ſhall think our ſelves ſtrictly obliged to aſſiſt and help 
them as far as we are able. . [Tg 
In this way of doing good, Glad I am to acknowledge 
that you are before-hand with me ; what therefore might 
be further added upon this Head would be an Encou- 
ragement rather to ſupport and maintain what has been 
already begun, than any new Inſtruction to you now at 
Laſt to begin. £ | D Fl 


It would be too tedious to deſcend to all the minute 


Branches of doing good, they are innumerable, and we 
ſhall not fail to diſcover them as they ariſe, if we will 
but give our ſelves time for ſerious Reflection. 


One thing however I cannot forbear taking notice of, 
and that is, we may do good with our Riches to the Souls 


as well as Bodies of our Brethren. 


We do good to their Souls, when we give them fre- 


quent Opportunities of waiting on GOD in his Houſe, 


and of participating of thoſe excellent means of Grace 


which are there exhibited, as Prayers, Sermons and Sa- 
craments; theſe are the ſtanding Methods of GOD's own 


appointment for every one's Spiritual growth and improve- 


ment, and what it coſts us this way to be ſure is Money 
laid out to the beſt advantage, and will in the end make 
us vaſt and noble Returns. 


In this and all other parts of doing good our Standard 


and Guide muſt be the Meaſure of Riches we have re- 
ceived, for 'tis according to that we are obliged to give, 
it is not required that we ſhould go beyond it on the 
one hand, and it highly concerns us not to fall ſhort on 
the fthas 1 FFF 


From whence two very material Obſervations relating 
to the particular Circumſtances of doing good may eaſily 


be inferre. One 


One is, that he who contributes but a little, if he has 


but little to ſpare does enough, and needs not fear be- 


ing accepted of Almighty GOD. The Widow's Mite was 
eſteemed by our Bleſſed Lord of more value than the coſt- 
ly Oblations of the Rich and Opulent. 


. 


Never then let this be any bar to thy good. Intentions, 
that thou haſt not Eſtate enough to further them like 
ſome: others, but always remember, that however thou 
art thereby hindred from doing what thou would'ſt, yet 
thou art ſtil] in a capacity of doing what thou ought'ſt, 
ſtill thou haſt power to do ſomething, and that  ſome- 
thing ſhall be as well taken as if thou could'ſt do a great 
„ HER 
The other Obſervation is, that He who contributes 
more a great deal than many beſides has no reaſon never- 


theleſs to boaſt or brag, and except He gives proportio- 
nably to his Eſtate is more to be blamed than thoſe who 


give abundance leſs. 


Anſwerably to the meaſure of Wealth we have- re- 


ceived GOD expects our Returns, and tho' a ſmall pit- 


| tance, (e) a Cup of cold Water only, an Half-peny or a Far- (e) S. Mt. 
thing ſuppoſe, which the poor Man contributes out of“ 
his little Stock is queſtionleſs very acceptable, and as 


much as may be required of him, yet the ſame in Perſons 
of an higher Rank and greater Fortune would argue a 
mean, a ſtingy, and ungenerous Spirit; and look like 
wretched Covetouſneſs and a ſhameful defect of Zeal to- 
wards GOD and Love to Mankind. 7 

And thus much may ſuffice for the Rich Man's Charge, 
and the manner of performing the Duties of the Text, 


1. What he ought not to do, He muſt zot be high. mind. 
ed, nor truſt in uncertain Riches. 2dly. What he ought, 


he muſt truſt in the Living GOD, who giveth ws richly all 


things to enjoy, and muſt make it his utmoſt care to do 


good with his Riches, to be rich in good works, ready to 
diſtribute, and willing to communicate : and all this He 
/» wh 


The Rich Man's Charge. 9 


— * a 
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muſt 


8 8 Rich Ment 5 "Gag. 


muſt do in order to Lay wp in ſlore for himſelf a 4 good 


Foundation againſt the time to cone, that he may lay hold 


(f) Prov. 
32. 5. 


0 80 1 pet. 
3. N. 


on Eternal Life. 


This is the grand Motive or main Inducement to o- 
bey the Charge given, and i is the Second General Head I 
_ propoſed to treat of. 

And here let us obſerve, that altho' the Covetous Nig- 
gard is apt to call all Charity by the name of Profuſeneſs 
and want of Foreſight, yet fo far is the Charitable Man 
from this, ghat he is in truth of all others the moſt frugal 
and provident. He is fully perſwaded that Riches are un- 
certain, (f) they make themſelves Wings and may ſoon fly 
away and leave him, that the time will ſhortly come when 
Himſelf ſhall fail or die, and that his Gold and Silver will 
ſtand him in no ſtead. Wherefore tis his great concern 
to be prepared againſt it, and how, I beſeech you, ſhould 
this Preparation be made, but by acts of (g) 2 which 


ſhall cover the multitude of Sins, and procure to Him the 
everlaſting Habitations of Bliſs and Joy > 


Is not He wretchedly wanting to Himfelf, that out of 


an over-eager deſire to enrich himſelf and Family here : 


m_ ſtable * and therefore cannot poſſibly de- 


neglects his Immortal Intereſt hereafter; that never takes 
heed what ſhall become of his precious Soul in the Eter- 


Aal State, and is only imployed 1 in catering for 2 frail y- 


ing Body i in this? 


And yet upon mature reflection, ſuch will appear to 
be the true ſtate of the Cafe betwixt the Covetous World- 
ling and the Charitable Heavenly- minded Chriſtian; this 


good Man lays up in ſtore for himſelf a good Foundati- 
on againſt the time to come, that be may lay hold on E- 


ternal > BER 
This good FoundyeiGo implies two things. 
. > juſt and indiſputable Title. 
2. A great and glorious Reward. _ 
The Foundation is good, becauſe it is laid upon ſure 


ceive 


ny 
ve 


The Rich wo 5 Chat, | n 


* ſo. 


Perhaps we ſhall offer no ellos co the words if we 
allow of both theſe Sences, and therefore we need not be 


at any pains to reject either of them, 


Two of the ſtrongeſt Motives and moſt prevailing Argu- 
ments that can be conceived are propounded in this Verſe 


to excite us to begin and perſevere in works of Charity; 


am ſorry the time will but Juſt permit me to mention 


them. 


Firſt, By theſe it is that we procure our ſelves certain - 
hopes of being for ever taken care of when it ſhall pleaſe 
our Gracious LORD to ſummon us by Death before his 
* Great Tribunal. 


Ah! tis a diſmal thing, diſmal, 1 fay, beyond expreſſi- 


on to conſider into what an unknown, what an endleſs 
ſtate we all muſt ſoon be tranſlated, unlefs we be duly pro- 


vided for it; unleſs we have ſome pleaſing hopes and de- - 
lightful wolpe of a kind reception there. 


ZBut on the other hand, when we have not meerly A 
faint and doubtful proſpect, but a firm and certain Aſſu- 


rance that all ſhall go well with us, when we are fecure of 
a Merciful Mediatour to plead our Cauſe, then no Scene 
can be contrived more comfortable, more refreſhing than 
from the Miſeries of Time to view the Joys and Happi- 
neſs of Eternity, and to view them too, as having an In- 


tereſt in, and being ſhortly to enjoy them. 


| Accordingly we may obferve, that as Wicked Men dread 5 
all thoughts of Heaven or Hell from a conſeiouſneſs no 
doubt, of deſerving th& and forfeiting hat; fo upon con- 

trary grounds good Men are very” converſant in the Con- 


tem plation of them. 


Now if we could once be beugt to believe, that by 
performing the Duty of Charity we ſhalt gain an happy 
Intereſt in the Bleſſed JESUS, O! what can more ef- 


fectually el 


ceive or fail us; or elſe it may be called good, as the 
Conſequents and Fruits of it will mot unqueſtionably 


= * * 
— . 3 — — , 0 
——__ 
— _ K 4 * * P * 
222 — — — 1 — _ 


12 Ws he Rich Man's Charge. 


fectually engage us for the future to the faithful perfor- 


mance thereof? except it be the -. 


24 Motive, that we ſhall thereby Jay hold on Earn 


Life. We ſhall not only be perſwaded in general that we 


ſhall be happy, but ſhall moreover be aſſured upon tbe 


ſtrongeſt and moſt convincing Evidence, that this Happi- 


neſs ſhall be in the largeſt Meaſures, and of the longeſt 


Duration; as to the Meaſures it ſhall be inconceivable, 
and as to the Duration infinite. | 

Joyn theſe two together and it is almoſt impoſſible to 
reſiſt the force of them. To live thus by Faith is the 


nobleſt Inſtance of Chriſtian Perfection, and ſhews we 


have made a conliderable progreſs in the practice of Re- 
ligion. 

Moti ves ſufficient to work powerfully with the Wiſe and 
Good, and to influence us all in ſome degree to copy af- 


ter ſo worthy a Pattern as the Founder of this Colledge 


whom we this Day commemorate. 


As Gentleman whoſe Virtues were ſo eminent and well- 
known to this Neighbourhood, and his Merits ſo real and 
great that it would be an Intruſion upon your Patience 


ſhould I preſume to deſcend to Particulars. 
Wherefore I ſhall with brevity ſpeak in general of what 


I cannot without great Injuſtice paſs over, bearing a ſtrit 


regard to Truth, and induſtriouſly avoiding Flattery, 
He was Religious, Loyal, and exactly juſt and honeſt 
in all his Dealings, no encourager of Parties or fomenter 


of Unchriſtian Strife and Diviſion, but one of a moſt 


humble, ' peaceable, and moderate Spirit; courteous and 


obliging to all that in Neighbourhood, Friendſhip, or Re- 


lation were near unto bim; very ready to forgive his 


Enemies, and truly friendly to thoſe that differed in Opi. 


nion and Perſwaſion from him: 


And yet He was a ſincere Conformiſt to our Eftabliſh'd 5 
Church, and lived up to the Dignity of that Communion - 


of which he profeſs'd himſelf a Member. 


— 
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lege, yea, this very decent Chappel in which we are now 
aſſembled, will be a laſting viſible Monument of it, a 


Building fo regular and capacious, that we have few, if 


any, to equal it in all Circumſtances. - tt +6 
A Charity ſo piouſly and well-contrived that plainly 
ſhews the good of Mens Souls as well as Bodies was 


conſulted, by giving the Members of the Society the 


happy opportunities of frequenting the Publick Prayers 
of our Church, hearing GOD's Word read, and preach- 
ed, and receiving the Holy Sactament of the LOR D's 
Supper. e £ 


But that which adds a peculiar Beauty and Luſtre to 


this noble Work, that which rendred it, no doubt an 
acceptable Sacrifice to tile GOD of Heaven, and will al- 
ways indear his Memory upon Earth to the virtuous and 
good is, that it was not the Product of Bribery, Fraud, 
or Oppreſſion, but as Kind Providence was pleaſed to 


bleſs the Honeſt Endeavours of its Founder with a plen- 


tiful Portion of Riches, ſo He knew right well that He 
Was one of them to whom the Charge in the Text was 


given, that he ſhould zot be high-minded nor truſt in un- 


certain Riches, but ſhould be rich in good Works, Where- 
fore having finiſhed this good, this expenſive Work, 
He humbly dedicated it to GOD's Honour and Glory in 
the accepted time of Health and Life; in order to lay wp 
in ſtore for himſelf a good Foundation againſt the time to 


come that he might lay hold on the Glorious Recompence of 


Eternal Life, 


Of which I may truly add, that during the time of his 


Viſitation he ſeemed to have lively hopes, which are at 


no time and can in no Inſtances be more viſibly ſhewn 


than in the devout Exerciſe of ſuch Religious Duties 


28 . AF towards G O D, Faith in our LORD 
US CHRIST, a perfect Charity with all Men, 


JES 'ST 
a reverend receiving the Hol 


Of His Charity I need ſay but little, becauſe this Col- 


v Conimunion, and an ab- 
E JV 
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ſolute reſignation of Soul and Body to GO Ds Holy 
Will and Pleaſure. | 85 
Such a Chriſttan Deportment as this at our Laſt Hour 
being the undoubted effect of a ſerious good Mind de- 
monſtrates our aſſurance to be well grounded, and ſets us 
beyond all diſmal Apprehenſions of Death and the 
Grave. e | 
It only remains now, that we magnifie and adore the 

Wiſdom and Goodneſs of GOD for this and all other 
Examples of Piety and Charity, Men famous in their Ge- 
nerations, who have departed this Life in His true Faith 
and Fear. That you more particularly who at preſent, 
and that thoſe who ſhall hereafter partake of this Charity, 
expreſs your Gratitude to GOD by Actions as well as 
Words, devoting the remaining part of your Lives to his 
Service, and walking before him in Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs all your Days. By doing ſo you will beſt 
anſwer the Intentions of your pions Founder, duly ob- 
ſerve the Rules and Statutes of the College, and finally 
Glorifie GOD your Eternal Friend and Chief Bene- 
DO EE: 5 IG 
And may we all in general, as far as we are capable, 
- endeavour to imitate the Virtues of that Excellent Good 
Man who is gone but a little while before us. His Hu- 
mility and Meeknefs, his Patience and Godlineſs, his Bro- 
therly-kindneſs and Moderation are what we all may and 


ought to imitate. 


- And if we are not able to equal him in Charity, not 
capable to diſtribute in ſo Large and Liberal a manner as 

he has done, tho' indeed it be not poſſible for us to 
found a College, or endow an Hoſpital, yet ſtill we may 
do ſome good in our Generation by our pions Advice 
and Example; however (till we may learn from Him not 
to be high-minded, nor to truſt in uncertain Riches, but 

in the Living GOD, who giveth us richly all things to en- 
Joy, and to be willing and ready to do the beſt we can, 

1 1 e nothing 
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nothing doubting but He will accept it who has promi- 
ſed not to deſpiſe a Cup of cold Water only, provided it 
be given in his name and for his fake : Accept it, did 1 

| T fay, yea it will not only be accepted but eſteemed. as | ' 

done to himſelf, and rewarded by him in that Day S 

when the (h) LORD JESUS Himſelf ſhall deſcend from (h) Theff. 9 

Heaven with a ſhout, with the Voice of the Arch. angel, 4 0 
2 with the Trump of GOD, to judge both quick and 

ead. 

In the mean time let us behave our ſelves ſo holily, 
juſtly, charitably, and unblameably, that we then may 

find Him favourable and propitious to us; that we may 

be Objects of his Grace and Inheritours of his Glory ; 
that we may be numbred with his Sheep and placed at 
his Right Hand ; that we may be owned for his Saints 
and included in that abfolving and moſt unſpeakably 
gracious and affecting Sentence, Come ye Bleſſed Children 

of my Father, you that have been Eyes to the Blind, 
and Feet to the Lame; Fathers to the Fatherleſs, and 
HFHusbands to the diſconſolate Widow; You that have 
viſited the Sick in time of Affliction, and miniſtred 
Comfort to thoſe in Priſon; you that have trained up 
young Children in the Way they ſhould go, and have 
endowed Hoſpitals for the relief of needy aged Men; | 
you that hive augmented ſmall Livings for the com- 

fortable Subſiſtence of my faithful Miniſters, and have 

redeemed poor Captives perſecuted for Conſcience-ſake ; 

vt you that have propagated my Goſpel into Foreign Parts 

's for the Converſion of Unbelievers, and have done your 

0 utmoſt to reform the Scandalous Lives of Chriſtian Pro- 

 feſfors; (i) Come yon, and every one of you Bleſſed Children (i) S. Mar. 

f my Father, receive the Kingdom prepared for you from 

the Foundation of the World, 3 | 
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And then ſhall theſe Righteous Charitable Perſons with Buria!-0;- 
our good Brother, and all thoſe that are departed in the Fes. 
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true Faith of 0 0 D'. 15 Name 3 their © perfil 


Conſummation and Bliſs both. in Body and Soul in his 
Eternal and Everlaſting Glory, throu 4 JESUS CHRIST 
ons LORD; To whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt be aſcribed as is moſt due, ot V. orſhip, Bleſſing, 


_ Thanksgiving and Praiſe; together with all Howour, Love, 
Service, and Obedience for everrrore. Amen. WEE 
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